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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, coRes OF ENGINEERS

P. 0.BOX 1229

REPLY 1o GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
ATTENTION oF

' October 7, 2005
Envir_onmental Section :

David M. Bernhart
Assistant RA for Protected Resources
Southeast Regional Office
Nationg) Marine Fisherieg Service
263 13th Avenye South

- 8t Petersburg, FL. 33701

Dear Mr. Bembhart:

ity Channe] is Proposed to be placed on

ins will be Constructed to aid i reduction
of long shore transport of sand material back into the Texas City Channe] i
Q

. This is essentially the
Same project that was addressed in the Sheal Point Container Terminal Project (Permit No. .
979). :

: To ensure compliance with the requirements of Section 7, Subsection (a)(2) of the
Endangereqd Species Act Amendments of 1978, a list of any species which ig listed oy Proposed to
be listed, that may be present in the area of the Proposed action is requested.

Ifyou o your staff have any Questions regarding thig activity, pleasg contact Kristy
Morten at (409) 766-3195.

Sincetely, .

Carolyn urphy

Chief, Environmenta] Section
Enclosure - -
&

M Rusty Swatforg
National Marine Fisheries Service

Habitat Conservation Division
4700 Avenye U

Galveston, Texas 77551



Texas Clty Channe
Limited R%Vafuaﬂm Repm
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

P. 0, BOX 1229
REPLY T GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
ATTENTION OF

February 7, 2006

Environmental Section

- David M, Bernhart :
Assistant RA for Protected Resources
Southeast Regional Office
National Marine Fisheries Service
263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Dear Mr. Bernhart:

~we===--Fhis-is-in- response-te-your -October-13,-2005 -letier expressing-concerns: that-the
proposed Federal Texas City C

hannel deepening project will impact Federally listed species
that may oceur in the project area. Areas designated as critical habitat are essential to the
conservation of a listed spe

cies and may require special management considerations or .
protection. Federal agencies may not fund, authorize, license, permit, or carry out an action
that would destroy or adversely modify critical habitat, -

~ The project proposes to deepen the existing 40-foot Texas City Channel and turning

basin to a depth of 45 feet, This projectis expected to be completed using a hydraulic pipeline

-dredge. Dredged material would be beneficially used to construct confined areas for dredged
maintenance material adjacent to Shoal Point and Pelican Island. After the areas have reached
a predetermined target elevation, the areas will be contoured, planted and shaped to form
approximately 664 acres of intertidal marsh which is expected to benefit the production of fish
and wildlife habitat. Sand dredged from the existing Texas City Channel is proposed to be
placed on the north side of the Texas City Dike. Two armored groins will be constructed from
new work material from the channel bend easing area to aid in reduction of long shore
transport of sand material back into the Texas City Channel. This is essentially the same
project that was addressed in the Shoal Point Container Terminal Project (Permit No. 21979).

The National Marine Fisheries
threatened species that are under the ju

- whale, finback whale, humpback whal
tidley sea turtle, and the leatherback s

Service (NMFS) has listed eight endangered and three
risdiction of the NMFS for the state of Texas. The blue
&, sei whale, sperm whale, hawksbil] sea turtle, Kemps

eaturtle are listed as endangered. The NMFES has listed————— -

thetoggerhiead sea turtle, the

green sea turtle, and the gulf Sturgeon as threatened for the state
of Texas.

The distribution of the biue

whale in the western North Atlantic generally extends from
the Arctic to at least mid-

latitude waters, where it migrates to feeding grounds in the spring



and summer after wintering in subtropical and tropical waters.
. considered as an occasional visitor in US Atlantic Exclusive Econo
which may represent the current southem limit of its feeding. Records sugpested an

oCeurrence of this species south to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico, although the actual
southern limit of the species’ range is unknown. : |

The blve whale is best
mic Zone (EEZ) waters,

» Mexico, Mississippi and Louisiana énd fo

ceurrence in the nearshore waters of the
study area exists. Although known to take fish prey

» sei whales (like right whales) are largely
planktivorous, feeding primarily on euphausiids and copepods. :

The relatively shaliow Galvest

on Bay system is not suitable habitat for whales. The
likelihood of eicountering a whale in '

the project area is considered remote,

The Guif sturgeon, also known as the G

_ ulf of Mexico sturgeon, is a subspecies of the I
s swmugmmdmgmﬁ%ﬁam&aér eating primarily invertebrates, including

» mollusks, worms and crustaceans. Gulf sturgeon are anadromous,



sticky and adhere in clumps to snags, outeroppings, or other clean surfaces. Historically, the

Gulf sturgeon occurred from the Mississippi River to Charlotte Harbor, Florida. It still o
at. least occasionally, throughout this range, but

essentially confined to the Gulf of Mexico. River
to- be viable today include the Mississippi, Pe
Appachicola, and Swannee Rivers,
Gulf sturgeon in the project area

COUrS,
in greatly reduced numbers, The fish is
systems where the Gulf sturgeon are known
arl, Escambia, Yellow, Choctawhatchee,
and possibly others, The likelihood: of encountering the
is possible, but only remotely probable, '

likely to enter Texas bays. The leatherback is an oceanic species which does not normally
~ enter estuaries, The hawksbill prefers rock or cor.

al reefs in more tropical waters, The other
three species of sea turfles, when sighted, are frequently found in coastal waters and bays. The
green sea turtle is herbivorous and is most likely to occur in the southern bays of Texas where

. .“._._,glgarﬁw_atex__andsc_agrass..and.algalhedsars.more_abundant.ﬂlaninlhestudy..areainheup.per .
Texas coast. Adult lo ggerheads are more commeonly found offshore around oil platforms and
rock reefs, but the juveniles are more likely to enter the bays to feed. The Kemp’s ridley sea
turtle migrates along the coast of Texas and is probably the most common sea turtle in Texas,
It frequently enters bays to feed on shrimp, crab, and other invertebrates. Of al] the sea turtles,

only the Kemp's ridley and the loggethead, have been recorded from Galveston Bay, with a
loggerhead having been sighted in the Bolivar Roads area.

If present in the area, dredging activities may affect these sea turtle s
increase in sedimentation and turbidity. The sedim
turtles, and the turbidity could affect
however. There should be no
avoid the cutterhead dredge
relatively stationary and, there:

pecies through an
entation may impact food sources for the
primary productivity. This would be short-term,
physical impacts to sea turtles, as they are highly mobile and can
expected to be used for this project. Pipeline dredges are

fore, act on small areas at any given time. An increase in matine
traffic could result in a higher incidence of collision with sea turtles. There is no designated

critical habitat identified for sea turtles in the project area and sea turtles are not expected to
. hestin the project area due to the lack of suitable habitat.

Nine fish species and one invertebrate are listed as Species of Concern (80C) for the

state of Texas: dusky shark goliath grouper, largetooth sawfish, night shark, saltmarsh
topminnow, sand tiger shark, speckled hind, Warsaw

coral. 8OC are not protected under the Endangered Species Act

— i ————uwe-listed-due 16 their decliming TUbers,

ocour in the Texas City Channel project area, with
+-saltmarsh topminnow, and-the sand tiger shark that
prefer shallow water depths. The Texas City Channel project area is not suitable habitat for
the ivory bush coral. No Designated Critical Habitat under the jurisdiction of NMFS was



identified in the project area, _

This review of the Texas City Channel deepening project - activities relative to
compliance with requirements of Section 7, subsection (a)(2) of th

Amendments of 1978, indicates the project may affect, but is not I

adverse affect on the listed species ot critical habitat. ' |

-If'you or your staff have

any questions regarding this activity, please contact Kristy
Morten at (409) 766-3195. - '

Sincerely,
Q— By B o L VNSRS S WP .
At i e e - [ ...kTe Olyn_Murp.hyf_ e it o o
, Chief, Environmental Section
Enclosure
CF:

Mr. Rusty Swafford
National Marine Fisheries Service

Habitat Conservation Division
4700 Avenue U

Galveston, Texas 77551
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UNITED STATES DERPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Qceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southesst Regional Office -

263 13® Avenue South

St, Petersburg, FL 33701

(727) 824-5312, Fax 824-5309

http:!/sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

0CT 13 208

Dear Colleague:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOCAA Fisheries) Protectsd Resources Division has reviewed

Your ietter pursuant to section T(a}(2) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) concerning the Texas City
Channel Deepening Project, Texas City, Galveston County, Texas. _

—..There are no ESA-listed specles or designated criticat habitat under our purview in the action area,

—Please provide a letter from the lead federal action agency designating you to conduct ESA section 7
"'”Wmnlmtioﬂ'Wid]‘ﬂﬁS'Ofﬁcﬁ"' T e e et e S B TR ,,._.____-___.. [ S

_X__Enclosed is a list of federaily-protected species under the jurisdiction of NOAA Fisheries for the _
state of Texas. Biological information on federally-protected species and candidate species can be found
at the following website addresses: http:/fwww. fs.noaa.gov/pmt__res!pmt,_res;html;

http://noﬂorlda.ﬁvs.gov/Sea'I‘utﬂes/seaturtle-info.him); http://eudangeredfws.gov/wildlife.htm!#Species;_
http:l/www.cmc-ooean.org/maimnhp3 ; http://ﬂoridaconservaﬁon.org/psmfturtl&eftwﬂe.htm;

: hﬁp:l/obis.env.duke.edu/data/sp _profiles.php; www.mote.org/«cplins/Sawﬁsh/Sawf‘tshl—lomePage.html;
wwwv.ﬂoridasawﬁsh.com; www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/s

harks/InNews/sawpmp.htn;.Gulf sturgeon critical
habitat rule and maps (th_tp://alabama.fws.govfgs[); http/fwww.cccturtle.or .

. JISNOAA Fisheries opinion that the profect will have no effect on listed species or critical
habitat protected by the ESA under NOAA Fisheries purview. No further consultation with NOAA
Fisheries pursuant to section H(&X2) of the ESA is required unless the project description changes,

Consultation with NOAA Fisheries, Habitat Conservation Division (HCD), puréuant to the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Acts

requirements for essential fish habitat consultation
may be required. Please contact HCD &t (727) 570-5317. 1t you have a

contact the consulting biologist,
+ Or our BS A section 7 coordinator,

eric.hawg@ngaa.gov.

Other;

ny ESA questions, please
®t (727) 824-5312, or by e-mail at -
Eric Hawk, at the same number or by e-mail at

Teletha Mincey
Administrative Support Assistan
Protected Resources Division.

Enclosure

File: 1514-22.b

O\FORMS\Form letters\specieslistlo:s Ywpdwpd
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Endangered and Threatened Specles and Critical Habitats
| under the Jurisdiction of the NOAA Fisheries

»

Texas
| Listed Species - Scientific Name - Status Date Listed

Marine Mammals , -
biue whale Balaenoptera musculys - Endangered  12/02/70
finback whale Balaenoptera physalus Endangered  12/02/70
humpback whale _ Megaptera novaengliae Endangered  12/02/70
sei whale Balasnoptera borealis Endangered 12/02/70
‘sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus Endangered  12/02/70
Turtles ' -

- —{greenseaturle ... ... Chelonia-mydas.. —..._. . -~ Threatened™ - 07/28/78 - |
hawksbill sea turtle Eretmochelys imbricata Endangered  06/02/70
Kemp's ridley sea turtie Lepidochelys kempii Endangered 1210270

| teatherback sea turtle Dermochelys coriacea Endangered  06/02/70
loggerhead seaturtle  Caretta carefta Threatened  07/28/78
Fish '
Gulf sturgeon Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi Threatened 09/30/91

Designated Gritical Habitat
None

Species Proposed for Llsting
Acropora palmata (elkhorn coral)
Acropora cervicomis (staghom coral)

Proposed Critical Habitat E
None

! Green turtles are listed as threatened, except for breeding po

pulations of green turties in Florida and on
the Pacific Coast of Mexico, which are listed as endangered .



Texas

‘Candidate Speciag?

Stlentific Name

none

e ———

| Species of Concern®

Scientific Name

Fish
dusky shark
goliath grouper

night shark

saltmarsh topminnow
sand tiger shark
speckled hind
Warsaw grouper
bmhite marlin

largetooth sawfish

Carcharhinus obscurus

.. Epingphelus itajara

Pristis pristis
Carcharhinus signatus
Fundulus jenkinsi

- Odontaspis {a urus

Epinephelus drummondhayi
Epinephelys nigritus
Tetrapturus albidus

Invertebrates
ivory bush coral

Oculina varicosa




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
BOX {229

P.O.
REFLY To GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553.1229
ATTENTION oF

October 7, 2005
" Environmental Section ‘

Mr. Carlog Mendoza

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
17629 El Camino Real, Suite 211
Houston, Texas 77058

Dear Mr. Mendoza:

This letter is in regard to the Texas City Channel Degpening Project, Texas City,
Galveston County, Texas (Enclosed Figure). The pro;

. i you or your staff have any questions regarding this activity,
Morten at (409) 766-3195.

please contact Kristy

Sincerely,

Carolyn M hy
Chief, Environmenta] Section

Enclosure

C:WMy Stwffibuffalo bayou;hso\Tx.City\USFWS ESA Lirdoc



Texas City Channel
Uimited Reevatuation Report




UNITED STATES DERARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Qceanis and-Atmospheria Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Regional Office

263 13* Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

(727) 824-5312, Fax 824-5309

http://sero.nmfs.noaa. gov

00T 13 o005

Dear Colleague:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheties) Protected Resources Division has reviewed
_your letter pursuant to section 7(a}(2) of the Endanger

ed Species Act (ESA) concerning the Texas City
Channel Dgeggning Project, Texas City, Galveston County, Texas. :

—.There are no ESA-listed specles or designated criticat habitat under our purview in the action area,

—_We cannot determine impacts to threatened or endangered species, or designated critical habitﬁt,
under NOAA Fisheries purview because the letter lacks sufficient information to evaluate the project.
Enclosed are guidelines to conduct a proper biolog_ical evaluation,

—_Please provide a letter from the lead federal action agency designating you to conduct ESA section 7
P — -m—-ﬁmmmtiﬁmwﬂm—__ T i e o ———_— e e L T - .

]

“www.floridasawfish.com; www.ﬂmnh.uﬂ.edufﬁsh/sharks}InNcWSJSawprop.htm,.Gulf sturgeon critical
habitat rule and maps (hgt_p;lfqlabama.fws.gov/gs[); http:/fwww.cecturtle,org;. :

— Itis NOAA Fisheries opinion that the project will have no effect on listed speoies or critical
habitat protected by the ESA under NOAA Fisheries purview, No further consultation with NOAA
Fisheries pursuant to section 7(a}2) of the ESA is required unless the project description changes.
Consultation with NOAA Fisheries, Habitat Conservation Division (HCD), pursuant to the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Acts requirements for essential fish habitat consultation
may be required. Please contact HCD at (727) 570-5317. If you have any ESA questions, please
coatact the consulting blologist, At (727) 824-5312, or by e-mall at

: » or our ESA section 7 coordinator,

Eric Hawk, at the same number or by e-mail at
eric.hawk@ngaa,goy.
Other:

Sincerely,

Teletha Mincey (/
Administrative Support Assistant—"
" Protected Resources Division ‘

Enclosure
File: 1514.22.b

OAFORMS\Form letters\specieslisttrs Twpd.mpd




~~~-This-responds-to your-letter dated-October-7;2605;

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Divisidn of Ecological Services
17629 El Camino Real #211
Houston, Texas 77058-3051
281/286_—82_,82 / (FAX) 281/488-5882

December 2, 2005

Carolyn Murphy

Chief, Environmental Section
Department of the Army

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
F.O. Box 1229 '

Galveston, Texas 77553-1229

Dear Ms. Murphy:
“requesting information onfederalty listed species

Texas City Channe] Deepening Project area, located in
The project proposes to deepen the existing 40-foot channe] and turning

that may occur in the Corps of Engineers’
Galveston County, Texas.
basin to a depth of 45 feet.

A rteview of Service files indicates that the following species and critical habitat may occur in your
project area: ; .
Attwater’s greater prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus cupido antwateri) - Endangered

Brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) - Endangered

Piping plover (C‘haradn‘us melodus) - Threatened, with critical habitat

Kemp’s ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempiiy - Endangered
7 Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta carerta) - Threatened

Green sea turtle (Chelonia mydds) - Threatened

You should evaluate your project for potential effects to these species.
Handbook is available online to assist you with further information on
fulfiling Endangered Species Act requirements at

hgg://endangered.ﬁvs.gov/consultations!s?hnd!gk/s‘?hndbk.htm. In addition, the NOAA Fisheries

Protected Resource Branch {David Bernhart, 727/551-5767) should be contacted for additional
information on listed species under their jurisdiction.

The Service’s Consultation
definitions, process, and

It you have any questions, please contact Catherine Yeargan or Moni Belton at 28 1/286-8282

Sincerely,
(ks # D

Carlos H. Mendoza
Field Supervisor, Clear Lake ES Field Office

TAKE PRIDE 4w +
NAMERICA



Carolyn Murphy

(ralveston District, Corps of Engineers
December 2, 2005

Page 2-

cC

David Bernhart; NOAA Fisheries Protected Resources Division, St, Petersburg, Florida




From: Stephanie Shelton [Stephanie.Shelton@tpwd.state.tx.us]
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2006 2:13 PM

To: Morten, Kristy L SWG

Subject: RE: T&E species list

Attachments: morten_kristy 041906 zip
Hi Kristy, ‘

Attached you will find a .zip file that contains the response to your information request.
Contained in the .zip file is a county list of T&E and Rare species elemental occurrences for
Galveston County as you requested. This list contains information for species that we may not
have locational data for at this time, but may be in the area. Lastly, the .zip file also contains

documents that will guide you in appropriate use of the data, definition and restrictions of the
data, and data interpretation,

| am now answering all information requests so if you need anything else or have any questions
let me know!

These daia are not all inclusive and cannot be used as presence/absence data. They represent species

that could potentially be in your project area. This information cannot he substituted for en-the-ground
surveys. For the USFWS species lists please visit:

hitp:/fecos.fws.gov/tess public/serviei/gov.doi tess public.serviets EntryPage

Stephanie
Stephanie Shelion

Natural Diversity Database Technician

Texas Parks and Wildiife Department
3000 1H-35, Suite 100

Austin, TX 78704

office: 512.612.7053; fax: 542.912.7058
stephanie.shelton@tpwd.state.tx,us

*Due to the number of requests, we have a one week furn-around. Thanks for you patience*

From: Morten, Kristy L SWG [mailto:kristy 1. morten @SWG02.usace.army.mil]
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2006 1:02 PM

To: Nancy Gillespie

Subject: T&E species list

Nancy-

Hi. Would VQU_pi@@mgﬂtﬁﬂe_a_qop,yjﬂhe,siaied_i.sle.dl_l_n_g.&_a_.gt_ened,and_ED.danqerpr{_sppr‘ipe for

Galveston County? Thanks in advance for your assistance.

Regards-

Kristy Morten

Environmental Specialist

ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
GALVESTON DISTRICT



ik BIRT)S ok
Arctic Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus tundrius) - potential migrant DL
Attwater’s Greater Prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus cuplido attwaterd) - open praities LE
of mostly thick grass one to three feet tall; from near sea level to 200 feet along
coastal plain on upper two-thirds of Texas coast; males form communal display
flocks during late wintet-carly spring; booting grounds tmportant; breeding
February-July
. Bald Eagle (Halizeetus leucocephalus) - found primarily near seacoasts, rivers, and ET-
large lakes; nests in tall trees or on cliffs near water; communally roosts, especially ~ PDL
in winter; hunts live prey, scavenges, and pitates food from other birds
Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) - salt, brackish, and freshwater marshes, pond
borders, wet meadows, & grassy swatnps; nests in or along edge of marsh,

sometimes on damp ground, but usually on mat of previous year's dead grasses;
nest usually hidden in massh grass or at base of Salicornia

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) - largely coastal and near shore areas, where it LE
roosts on islands and spoil banks
Henslow's Spartow (Ammodramus henslowii) - wintering individuals (not flocks)
found in weedy fields or cut-over areas where lots of bunch grasses occur along
with vines and brambles; a key component is bare ground for running / walkiag;
likely to occur, but few records within this county
Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus) - shortgrass plains and plowed fields (bare,
dirt fields); primarily insectivorous; winter resident in this area
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) - wintering migrant along the Texas Gulf Coast; ir
beaches and bayside mud or salt flats '
Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) - resident of the Texas Gulf Coast; brackish
matshes and shallow salt ponds and tidal flats; nests on ground or in trees or
bushes, on dry coastal islands in brushy thickets of yucca and prickly pear
Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) - wintering migrant along the Texas Gulf
Coast beaches and bayside mud ot salt flats

Tern (Sterna fuscata) - predominately “on the wing”; does not dive, but snatches small

fish and squid with bill as it flies or hovers over water; breeding April-July

Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) - lowland forested regions, especially
Swatnpy ateas, ranging into open woodland; matshes, along rivers, lakes, and
ponds; nests high in tall tree in clearing or on forest woodland edge, usually in
pitie, cyptess, ot various deciduous trees

White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chilti) - prefers freshwater marshes, sloughs, and irrigated
tice tields, but will attend brackish and saltwater habitats; nests in marshes, in low
ttees, on the ground in bulrushes or reeds, or on floating mats

White-tailed Hawk (Buteo albicaudatus) - near coast on prairies, cordgtass flats, and

sctubs] ?vs:oak;ﬁmﬂxcrdrﬂmxdqmqymes;rﬂesqm&:mﬁlﬂk:%#?ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁfim '
savanna-chapartal; breeding March-May

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) - potential migrant; winters in and around Aransas LE
National Wildlife Refuge and migtates to Canada for breeding; only remaining natural
breeding population of this species



Wood Stork (Mycteria ameticana) - forages in prairie ponds, flooded pastures or fields,
ditches, and other shallow standing water, including salt-water; usually roosts
communally in tall snags, sometimes in association with other wading birds (Le.
active heronties); breeds in Mexico and birds move into Gulf States In search of
mud flats and other wetlands, even those associated with forested areas; formetly
nested in Texas, but no breeding records since 1960

**k BIRDS-RELATED
Colonial waterbird nesting areas - many tookeries active annually
Migtratory songbird fallout areas - oak mottes and other woods /thickets provide
foraging/roosting sites for neotropical migratory songbirds

ik FISHE S #ekek
American Eel (Anguilla rostrata) - most aquatic habitats with access to ocean; spawns
January-February in ocean, larva move to coastal waters, metamorphose, then
females move into freshwater; muddy bottoms, still waters, large streams, lakes;
can travel overland in wet areas; males in brackish estuaries

ok MAMMALS sofet

Black Bear (Ursus americanus) - within historical range of Louisiana Black Bear in
castern Texas, Black Beas is fedetally listed threatened and inhabits bottomland
hardwoods and latge tracts of undeveloped forested areas; in remainder of Texas,
Black Bear is not fedetally listed and inhabits desert lowlands and high elevation
forests and woodlands; deas in tree hollows, rock piles, cliff overhangs, caves, or
under brush piles

Louisiana Black Bear (Ursus americanus luteolus) - possible as transient; bottomland
hardwoods and large tracts of inaccessible forested areas

Plains Spotted Skunk (Spilogale putorius interrupta) — catholic in habitat; open fields,
praities, croplands, fence rows, farmyatds, forest edges, and woodlands; prefers

~ wooded, brushy areas and tallgrass prairie

West Indian Manatee ( Trichechus manatus) — Gulf and bay system; opportunistic,
aquatic herbivore

ik MOLLUSKS =%
Pistolgrip (Tritogonia vetrizcosa) - stable substrate, rock, hard mud, silt, and soft

bottoms, often butied deeply; east and central Texas, Red through San Antonio
River basins

#4+ REPTILES #++

- Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii) - deep water of rivers, canals

T/SA;
NL

LT

LE

T

lakes, and oxbows; also swamps, bayous, and ponds near deep running water;
sometimes entess brackish coastal waters; usually in water with mud bottom and
abundant aquatic vegetation, may migrate several miles along rivers; active March-
October; breeds April-October
Atlantic Hawksbill Sea Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) - Gulf and bay system
Green Sea Turtle (Chelonia mydas) - Gulf and bay system

LE
LT



Gulf Saltmarsh Snake (Nerodia clarkii) - saline flats, coastal bays, & brackish river

mouths
Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) — Gulf and bay system LE
Leatherback Sea Turtle (Dermochelys corfacea) - Gulf and bay system LE

Loggerhead Sea Turile (Caretta caretta) - Gulf and bay system

Smooth Gteen Snake (Liochlorophis vernalis) - Gulf Coastal Plain; mesic coastal
shortgrass prairie vegetation, prefers dense vegetation

Texas Diamondback Tertapin (Malaclemys tereapin littoralis) - coastal matshes,
tidal flats, coves, estuaries, and lagoons behind batter beaches; brackish and salt
water; butrows into mud when inactive; may venture into lowlands at high tide

Texas Horned Lizard (Phtynosoma cornurum) - open, arid and semi-arid regions with
sparse vegetation, including grass, cactus, scattered brush o sctubby trees; soil

may vaty in texture from sandy to rocky; burrows into soil, entets rodent butrows,
or hides under rock when inactive; breeds March-September

Timber/Canebrake Rattlesnake (Crotalus hottidus) — swamps, floodplains, upland
pine and deciduous woodlands, tipatian zones, abandoned farmland; litnestone
bluffs, sandy soil or black clay; prefers dense ground cover, Le. grapevines or

palmetto

LT

ik VASCULAR PLANTS ot

Coastal gay-feather (Liatris bracteata) - endemic; black clay soils of prairie remnants;
flowering in fall

Cotrell’s false dragon-head (Physostegia correllir) — wet soils including roadside
ditches and irrigation channels; floweting June-July

Grand Prairie evening primrose (Qenothera pilosella ssp. sessilis) known in Texas
from a single collecion made in the 1850's from Galveston Island; elsewhere
known from sandy soils in low tises in Mississippi Delta; flowering May-june

Houston daisy (Rayjacksonia aurea) - endemic; seasonally wet, saline batren areas,
atound the base of mima mounds in coastal praities, ot barren to somewhat
vegetated openings in grasslands, including pastures and roadsides, on loamy to
sandy loam soils; floweting October-November

Texas windmill-grass (Chloris texensis) - endemic; sandy to sandy loam soils in open

' to sometimes barren ateas in prairies and grasslands, including ditches and

roadsides; flowering in fall

Threeflower broomweed (Thurovia triflora) - endemic; black clay soils of remnant
grasslands, also tidal flats; flowering July-November

Status Key:
LE,LT - Federally Listed Endangered/Threatened
PE,PT - Federally Proposed Endangered/Threatened
E/SA, - Federally Listed Endangered/Threatened by Similarity of Appearance

= -mm

T TTI/SA
C1 - Federal Candidate for Listing, Categoty 1; information suppotts ptoposing to list as

Endangered/Threatened
DL, PDL - Federally Delisted/Proposed for Delisting
NL - Not Federally Listed
E, T - State Listed Endangered/Threatened

“blank” - Rare, but with no repulatory listing status




Species appearing on these Iists do not all share the same probability of occurrence. Some

species ate migrants or wintering residents only, or may be historic or considered
extirpared.




Additional Agency Coordination/Consultation Letters




United States Fish and Wildlife Service

From: Moni_Belton@fws.gov

Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2006 3:34 PM
To: Morten, Kristy L SWG

Subject: Re: FW: TX City PDT Meeting

Kristi,

The USFWS agreed to provide a planning aid letter according to the SOW dated FY 2005/2006.
The decision to provide a planning aid letter was based on the amount of USFWS involvement

with the USACE throughout the development of the Texas City Shoal Point Container Terminal
(TCSPCT) Project and Environmental Impact Statement. It was our understanding the current
Federal Project to deepen the Texas City Channel would use this document as a guide and
include USFWS recommendations made for the TCSPCT project. We have been attending
meetings and providing recommendations when needed. If a CAR is required, additional

funding will be needed to ensure appropriate staff time from the USFWS Clear Lake ES field
office.

Thank you,
Moni

Moni DeVora Belton

Fish and Wildlife Biologist
USEWS Ecological Services
17629 El Camino Real
Suite 211

Houston TX 77058-3051
281-286-8282
281-488-5882 fax




Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

From: Stephanie Shelton [ Stephanie. Shelton@tpwd.state.tx.us)
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2006 2:13 PM

To: Morten, Kristy L SWG

Subject: RE: T&E species list

Attachments: morten_kristy 041906.zip
Hi Kristy,

Attached you will find a .zip file that contains the response to your information request.
Contained in the .zip file is a county list of T&E and Rare species elemental occurrences for
Galveston County as you requested. This list contains information for species that we may not
have locational data for at this time, but may be in the area. Lastly, the .zip file also contains

documents that will guide you in appropriate use of the data, definition and restrictions of the
data, and data interpretation.

I am now answering all information requests so if you need anything else or have any questions
let me know!

These data are not all inclusive and cannot be used as presence/absence data. They represent
species that could potentially be in your project area. This information cannot be substituted for
on-the-ground surveys. For the USFWS species lists please visit:
http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/servlet/gov.doi.tess public.servlets. EntryPage

Stephanie
Stephanie Shelton
Natural Diversity Database Technician

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
3000 TH-35, Suite 100

Austin, TX 78704

office: 512.912.7053; fax: 512.912.7058
stephanie.shelton@tpwd. state.tx.us




Has BIRDS sk

Arctic Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus tundrius) - potential migrant

Attwater's Greater Prairie-chicken {(Tympanuchus cupido attwateri) - open prairies
of mostly thick grass one to three feet tall; from near sea level 1o 200 feeralong
coastal plain on upper two-thirds of Texas coast; males form communal display
flocks during late winter-early spring; booming grounds important; breeding
February-July

Bald Eagle (Halizeetus leucocephalus) - found primarily near seacoasts, rivers, and
large lakes; nests in tall trees or on cliffs near water; communally roosts, especially
in winter; hunts live prey, scavenges, and pirates food from other birds

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) - sal, brackish, and freshwater marshes, pond
borders, wet meadows, & grassy swamps; nests in or along edge of marsh,
sometimes on damp ground, but usually on mat of previous year's dead grasses;
nest usually hidden in marsh grass or at base of Salicornia

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) - largely coastal and near shore areas, where it
roosts on islands and spoil banks

Henslow's Sparrow (Ammodramus bens lowi) - wintering individuals (not flocks)
found in weedy fields or cut-over areas where lots of bunch grasses occur along
with vines and brambles; a key component is bare ground for running/ walking;
likely to occur, but few records within this county

Mountain Plover (Charadrins montanus) - shortgrass plains and plowed fields (bare,
dirt fields); primarily insectivorous; winter resident in this area

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) - wintering migrant along the Texas Gulf Coast;
beaches and bayside mud or salt flats

Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens) - resident of the Texas Gulf Coast; brackish
marshes and shallow salt ponds and tidal flats; nests on ground or in trees or
bushes, on dry coastal islands in brushy thickets of yucca and prickly pear

Snowy Plover (Charadrins alexandrinus) - wintering migrant along the Texas Gulf

Coast beaches and bayside mud or salt flats :

Tern (Sterna fuscata) - predominately “on the wing”; does not dive, but snatches small
fish and squid with bill as it flies or hovers over water; breeding April-July

Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides fo rficatus) - lowland forested regions, especially
$wampy areas, ranging into open woodland; marshes, along rivers, lakes, and
ponds; nests high in tall tree in clearing or on forest woodland edge, usually in
pine, cypress, or various deciduous trees

White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chibi) - prefers freshwater marshes, sloughs, and irrigated
rice fields, but will attend brackish and saltwater habitats; nests in marshes, in low
trees, on the ground in bulrushes or reeds, or on floating mats

White-tailed Hawk (Buteo albicandatus) - near coast on praities, cordgrass flats, and

DL
LE

LT-

PDL

LE

LT

~scrubhive oaks furdher inland on praifies, mesquite and oak savanuas, and mixed

savanna-chaparral; breeding March-May
Whooping Crane (Grus americana) - potential migrant; winters in and around Aransas

National Wildlife Refuge and migrates to Canada for breeding; only remaining natural
breeding population of this species

LE



Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) - forages in prairie ponds, flooded pastures or fields,
ditches, and other shallow standing water, inclading salt-water; usually roosts
communally in tall snags, sometimnes in association with other wading birds (i.e.
active heronries); breeds in Mexico and birds move into Gulf States i search of
mud flats and other wetlands, even those associated with forested areas; formerly
nested in Texas, but no breeding records since 1960

#* BIRDS-RELATED
Colonial waterbird nesting areas - many rookeries active annually
Migratory songbird fallout areas - oak mottes and other woods/ thickets provide
foraging/ roosting sites for neotropical migratory songbirds

wen H[SHE Setse
American Eel (Anguilla rostrata) - most aquatic habitats with access to ocean; spawns
January-February in ocean, larva move to coastal waters, metamorphose, then
females move into freshwater; muddy bottoms, still waters, latge streams, lakes;
can travel overland in wet areas; males in brackish estuaries

#=t MAMMALS st
Black Bear (Unsus americanus) - within historical range of Louisiana Black Bear in T/SA;
eastern Texas, Black Bear is federally listed threatened and inhabits bottomland NL

hardwoods and large tracts of undeveloped forested areas; in remainder of Texas,
Black Bear is not federally listed and inhabits desert lowlands and high elevation
forests and woodlands; dens in tree hollows, rock piles, cliff overhangs, caves, or
under brush piles
Louisiana Black Bear (Ursus americanus luteolus) - possible as transient; bottomland LT
hardwoods and large tracts of inaccessible forested areas
Plains Spotted Skunk (Spilogale putorius interrupta) - catholic in habitat; open fields,
prairies, croplands, fence rows, farmyards, forest edges, and woodlands; prefers
wooded, brushy areas and tallgrass prairie _
West Indian Manatee ( Trichechus manatus) — Gulf and bay system; opportunistic,
aquatic herbivore LE

4+ MOLLUSKS ##+
Pistolgrip (Tritogonia verrucosa) - stable substrate, rock, hard mud, silt, and soft

bottoms, often buried deeply; east and central Texas, Red through San Antonio
River basins

#xt REPTILES #+

—-:;—__:i":mﬁlﬁgﬂfﬁﬁsmppiﬂgﬂ'ﬂnﬂeﬂéfm%—fya—iﬁumim, ;’w;} \lt,clJ waterof TIVETS, carals;
lakes, and oxbows; also swamps, bayous, and ponds near deep running water;
sometimes enters brackish coastal waters; usually in water with mud bottom and
abundant aquatic vegetation; may migrate several miles along rivers; active March-

October; breeds April-October _
Adantic Hawksbill Sea Turtle (E retmochelys imbricata) - Gulf and bay system LE
Green Sea Turtle (Chelonia mydas) - Gulf and bay system LT

e



- Gulf Saltmarsh Snake (Nerodia clarkif) - saline flats, coastal bays, & brackish river

mouths
Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) — Gulf and bay system LE
Leatherback Sea Turtle (Dermochelys coriaced) - Gulf and bay system LE
Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Caretta caretta) - Gulf and bay system LT

Smooth Green Snake (Liochlorophis wernalis) - Gulf Coastal Plain; mesic coastal
shortgrass prairie vegetation; prefers dense vegetation

Texas Diamondback Termapin (Malaclemys terrapin littoralis) - coastal marshes,
tidal flats, coves, estuaries, and lagoons behind barrier beaches; brackish and salt
water; burrows into mud when inactive; may venture mto lowlands at high tide

Texas Homed Lizard (Phrynosoma cornutum) - open, arid and semi-arid regions with
sparse vegetation, including grass, cactus, scattered brush or scrubby trees; soil
may vary in texture from sandy to rocky; burrows into soil, enters rodent burrows,
or hides under rock when inactive; breeds March-September

Timber/ Cancbrake Rattlesnake (Crotalus borridus) - swamps, floodplains, upland
pine and deciduous woodlands, riparian zones, abandoned farmland; limestone

bluffs, sandy soil or black clay; prefers dense ground cover, ie. grapevines or
palmetto

w0t VASCULAR PLANTS s

Coastal gay-feather (Liatris bracteata) - endemic; black clay soils of prairiec remnants;
flowering in fall

Correll’s false dragon-head (Physostegia correllis) — wet soils including roadside
ditches and irrigation channels; flowering June-July

Grand Prairie evening primrose (Oenothera pilosella ssp. sessilis) known in Texas
from a single collection made in the 1850's from Galveston Istand; elsewhere
known from sandy soils in low rises in Mississippi Delta; tlowering May-June

Houston daisy (Rayjacksonia aured) - endemic; seasonally wet, saline barren areas,
around the base of mima mounds in coastal prairies, or barren to somewhat
vegetated openings in grasslands, including pastures and roadsides, on loamy to
sandy loam soils; flowering October-November

Texas windmill-grass (Chloris texensis) - endemic; sandy to sandy loam soils in open
to sometimes barren areas in prairies and grasslands, including ditches and
roadsides; flowering in fall

Threeflower broomweed (Thurovia triflotd) - endemic; black clay soils of remnant
grasslands, also tidal flats; flowering July-November

Status Key:
LE,LT - Federally Listed Endangered/ Threatened
PE,PT - Pederally Proposed Endangered/ Threatened

E/SA; Fi%d@mﬂﬂjﬁéﬂmﬁgewéﬁﬁﬁfammdﬂayﬂiﬁﬁhﬁmff@pﬂﬁm£--'---&-—"W’f’“

T/SA
Ct - Federal Candidate for Listing, Category 1; information supports proposing to list as
Endangered/ Threatened
DL, PDL - Federally Delisted/Proposed for Delisting
NL - Not Federally Listed
E, T - State Listed Endangered/ Threatened
“blank” - Rare, but with no regulatory listing status

e
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Division of Ecological Services
17629 El Camino Real, Suite #211
Houston, Texas 77058-3051
281/286-8282 / (FAX) 281/488-5882

July10, 2001

United States Department of the Interior

r‘vu:u-:c). q(a.u(‘o(

Mr. Chris Comell

Project Engineer BERG

Berger/Abam Engineers Inc ER/ ABAM

33301 Ninth Avenue South JUL 16 2004

Federal Way, WA 98003-6395 _
RECEIVED

Dear Mr. Comell:

_ The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has reviewed the first dﬁﬂ of the Dredge Material
Management Plan (DMMP) for the Shoal Point Container Terminal located in Texas City, Galveston
County, Texas.

The Service is concerned with possible impacts to fish and wildlife and their habitat caused by dredging

and fill activities associated with the construction of the

section number in the draft DMMP are our comments and suggestions.

4.6 Oyster Survey

All oyster reefs should be avoided. If reefs cann

proposed project. Outlined below according to

ot be avoided, then mitigation should be conducted

using Powell’s' “The Status and Long-Term Trends of Opyster Reefs in Galveston Bay, Texas™(enclosed)
as a guideline for oyster placement and recf management. In addition, oysters within 1000 feet of the

proposed beneficial use sites may be damaged

depend on sediment type and the use of water control structures along the

6.4 Beneficial use sites (BUS)

Itis very important to maintain a sufficient amo

marsh functions. The current BU sites constructed as part of the Houston

problematic due to poor circulation of water throu
established by; 1) keeping the sites small and crea

open water channels, 3) protecting or creating marsh and circulation chan
constructing the site slightly “offshore”.

and Lon

'Eric N. Powell, Junggeun Song, Matthew-S.-Ellis-and Elizabeth:

due to siltation and mud flows. The degree of impact will

BUS levees.

unt of open water within the sites to replicate natural

Ship Channel project are

ghout the created marshes. Circulation can be
ting more edge (under 200 acres in size), 2) creating

nels at existing shorelines; ie.,

A-WilsonrOrmond. The Statts

g-Term Trends of Oyster Reefs in Galveston Bay, Texas. Journal of. Shellfish Research, Vol. 14,
No2. 439-457. 1995. o

( i
okl
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Mr. Chris Comell Page 2
Project Engineer

DMMP first draft

July 10, 2001

6.4.1. Swan Lake

The Service recommends swan lake restoration be completed in Phase 1. A more detailed plan should be
submitted for the construction of marsh within swan lake. The existing marsh habitat as well as the
small shell islands located along the cast edge should not be adversely impacted.

Part D- Beneficial Use Sites
1. Goals and Objectives

comments at a later date,

The beneficial use sites must be successfully managed and maintained throughout the life of the project.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the first draft for the Dredge Material Management Plan
for the Shoal Point Container Terminal. If you need any additional information, please contact me or
Moni DeVora at 281/286-8282. / -

i/ /
Caflos H. Mendoza
A, ¢+ Prpject Leader, Clear Lake ES Field Office

ce: _ _
U.S. Atmy Corps of Engineers, Sharon Tirpak, Gatveston TX
PBS&J, Cecilia Green, Paul Jensen, Austin, TX

TOTAL P.@3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1229
GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
DECEMBER 15, 2006

Environmental Section

Mr. Douglas Hoover

The City of Texas City

1801 9™ Avenue North

P.O. Drawer 2608

Texas City, TX 77592-2608

Dear Mr. Hoover:

The US Army Comps of Engineers, Galveston District (CE), proposes to initiate a
Programmatic Agreement (PA) pursuant to 36CFR800.6 and 36CFR800.14 (b)(3) to address
mmpacts associated with improving navigation on the existing Texas City Channel, Galveston
County, Texas. A Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) of the proposed improvements is
planned to be released for public comment in late December, 2006, We find it necessary to
negotiate a programmatic agreement because effects on historic properties cannot be fuily
determined prior to approval of this complex undertaking.

The following improvements are proposed in association with the Texas City Channel
45-Foot Project (TCC): 1) enlarging the existing channel to 45-feet deep and incidental widening
in areas; 2) constructing two hydraulic fill groins on the north end of the Texas City Dike and
filling the 90-acre area with dredged material to expand water-oriented recreational area; and, 3)
a Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) for the disposal of new work and maintenance
materials. All of these proposed improvements are shown on the maps provided as Enclosure 1.
The location of these improvements corresponds to the area of potential effects (APE).

Most, but not all, of the APE has been surveyed for historic properties (Jones et al. 2002;
Gearhart et al. 2005; Enright et al. 2005; Gearhart et al 2006). These reports can be provided to
" you upon request. The reports surmmarize historical research, nautical remote-sensing surveys
and dive assessments which located a shipwreck which has been identified as the remains of the
USS Westfield (41GV151). The USS Westfield is a U.S. Navy flagship that ran aground during
the Battle of Galveston and was scuttled to prevent capture on January 1, 1863. We believe that

evidence provided in the reports support a determination of eligibility under National Register
criteria A, B, and D (36 CFR 60).

The CE proposes negotiation of a PA which outlines procedures to be followed io
complete identification, evaluation and assessment investigations of the area of potential effects,
and to address adverse effects to the wreck of the USS Westfield. This is the only eligible
historic property that has been identified to date in the APE. The USS Westfield will be
adversely affected by channel deepening as the wreck is situated partially within the navigation



channel proposed for deepening. Avoidance is not possible because the location of the channel
is controlled by existing jetties.

We are proposing a four-party PA (Enclosure 2), to be negotiated among the CE, the City
of Texas City (City), the U.S. Naval Historical Center (NHC), and the Texas State Historic
Prescrvation Office (SHPO). The draft PA is being coordinated concurrently with all consulting
parties and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). The intent of the PA is to
avoid or mitigate impacts to historic propertics in arcas directly affected by new dredging and
channel construction, construction staging and access areas, new or extensions of existing
placement areas, areas affected by the beneficial uses of dredged material, and ongoing
maintenance dredging activities relate to the TCC and to guide the development of a Treatment

Plan for the remains of the USS Wesifield to resolve adverse effects in accordance with 36 CFR
800.6.

In summary, the CE requests your review of the enclosed PA. Please provide a copy of
your comments to all of the consulting parties (addresses provided below). Upon receipt of your
comments and finalization of the draft PA in consultation with your office, the NHC and the
SHPO, the CE will coordinate a final draft PA with interested Native American Indian tribes in
accordance with 36 CFR 800.3 (f)(2). Public coordination required by § 800.3 (a) will be
accomplished by inclusion of the final draft PA in the Draft EA, which will be made available

for public review and comment. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Ms.
Nicole Minnichbach at 409-766-3878.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Murphy
Chief, Environmental Section

Enclosures:
1 Maps
2 Draft PA

CC w/o Enclosures

James E. Bruseth, Ph.D.
Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

Texas Historical Commission
P.O.Box 12276 '
Austin, Texas 78711



Ms. Barbara Voulgaris

The Naval Historical Center

805 Kidder Breese St., SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5060

Mr. Don Klima

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Office of Federal Agency Programs

Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

Ms. Janelle Stokes
CESWG-PE-PR

Ms. Nikki Minnichbach
CESWG-PE-PR
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Texas City Channel Improvements Project, Galveston County, Galveston Bay, Texas.
Prepared for USACE, Galveston District

Gearhart, R.L. Il and D.S. Jones and J.M. Enright and J. Enright and T. Summerville
2005  Close-Order Remote-Sensing Survey of Five Anomalies and Proposed Channel
Modifications for Historic Properties Investigations, Texas City Channel Improvements,
Galveston Bay, Texas. Prepared for USACE, Galveston District.

Jones. D.S. and J.M. Enright and J. Watts and R.L Gearhart II.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1229
GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
DECEMBER 15, 2006

Environmental Section

Mr. Don Klima

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Office of Federal Agency Programs

Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council):

evideiice provided in the reports support a determination of eligibiliiy under National Register
~ criteria A, B, and D (36 CFR 60).



adversely affected by channel deepening as the wreck is situated partjally within the navigation

charnel proposed for deepening. Avoidance is not possible because the Jocation of the channel
is controlled by existing jetties.

We are proposing a four-party PA (Enclosure 2}, to be negotiated among the CE, the City
of Texas City (City), the U.S. Naval Historical Center (NHC), and the Texas State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO). The draft PA is being coordinated concurrently with all consulting
parties and the Council. The intent of the PA is to avoid or mitigate impacts to historic
properties in areas directly affected by new dredging and channel construction, construction
staging and access areas, new or extensions of existing placement areas, areas affected by the
beneficial uses of dredged material, and ongoing maintenance dredging activities relate to the

TCC and to guide the development of a Treatment Plan for the remains of the USS Westfield to
resolve adverse effects in accordance with 36 CFR 800.6.

We are notifying the Council of our intent to negotiate the PA for the TCC and inviting

your participation pursuant 36 CFR 800.6 (a}(1)(I)(C). If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to call Ms. Nicole Minnichbach at 409-766-3878.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Myrphy WT

Chief, Environmental Section

Enclosures:
1 Maps
2 Draft PA

CC w/o Enclosures

Ms. Janelle Stokes
CESWG-PE-PR

Ms. Nikki Minnichbach
CESWG-PE-PR.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1229
GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
DECEMBER 15, 2006

Environmental Section

Ms. Barbara Voulgaris

The Naval Historical Center

805 Kidder Breese St., SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5060

Dear Ms. Voulgaris:

The US Army Corps of Engineers, Galveston District (CE), proposes to initiate a
Programmatic Agreement (PA) pursuant to 36CFR800.6 and 36CFR800.14 (b)(3) to address
impacts associated with improving navigation on the existing Texas City Channel, Galveston
County, Texas. A Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) of the proposed improvements is
planned to be released for public comment in late December, 2006. We find it necessary to
negotiate a programmatic agreement because effects on historic properties cannot be fully
determined prior to approval of this complex undertaking.

The following improvements are proposed in association with the Texas City Channel
45-Foot Project (TCC): 1) enlarging the existing channel to 45-feet deep and incidental widening
in areas; 2) constructing two hydraulic fill groins on the north end of the Texas City Dike and
filling the 90-acre area with dredged material to expand water-oriented recreational area; and, 3)
a Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) for the disposal of new work and maintenance
materials. All of these proposed improvements are shown on the maps provided as Enclosure 1.
The location of these improvements corresponds to the area of potential effects (APE).

Most, but not all, of the APE has been surveyed for historic properties (Jones et al. 2002;
Gearhart et al. 2005; Enright et al. 2005; Gearhart et al 2006). These reports can be provided to
you upon request. The reports summarize historical research, nautical remote-sensing surveys
and dive assessments which located a shipwreck which has been identified as the remains of the
USS Westfield (41GV151). The USS Westfield is a U.S. Navy flagship that ran aground during
the Battle of Galveston and was scuttled to prevent capture on January 1, 1863. We believe that

evidence provided in the reports support a determination of eligibility under National Register
criteria A, B, and D (36 CFR 60).

The CE proposes negotiation of a PA which outlines procedures to be followed to
complete identification, evaluation and assessment investigations of the area of potential effects,
and to address adverse effects to the wreck of the USS Westfield. This is the only eligible
historic property that has been identified to date in the APE. The USS Westfield will be
adversely affected by channel deepening as the wreck is situated partially within the navigation

channel proposed for deepening. Avoidance is not possible because the location of the channel
is controlled by existing jetties.



We are proposing a four-party PA (Enclosure 2), to be negotiated among the CE, the City
of Texas City (City), the U.S. Naval Historical Center (NHC), and the Texas State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO). The draft PA is being coordinated concurrently with all consulting
parties and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). The intent of the PA is to
avoid or mitigate impacts to historic properties in areas directly affected by new dredging and
channel construction, construction staging and access areas, new or extensions of existing
placement areas, areas affected by the beneficial uses of dredged material, and ongoing
maintenance dredging activities relate to the TCC and to guide the development of a Treatment

Plan for the remains of the USS Westfield to resolve adverse effects in accordance with 36 CFR
800.6.

In summary, the CE requests your review of the enclosed PA. Please provide a copy of
your comments to all of the consulting parties (addresses provided below). Upon receipt of your
comments and fmalization of the draft PA in consultation with your office, the City and the
SHPO, the CE will coordinate a final draft PA with interested Native American Indian tribes in
accordance with 36 CFR 800.3 (D(2). Public coordination required by § 800.3 (a) will be
accomplished by inclusion of the final draft PA in the Draft EA, which will be made available

for public review and comment. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Ms.
Nicole Minnichbach af 409-766-3878

Sincerely,

o

Carolyn Murphy
Chief, Environmental Section

Enclosures:
1 Maps
2 Draft PA

CC w/o Enclosures

James E. Bruseth, Ph.D.
Deputy State Historic

—— —P—rﬁﬁﬁf\f’aﬁvu Ofﬁbﬂl’

Texas Historical Commission
P.O.Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711



Mayor Matthew T. Doyle _

CC at same address M, Douglas Hoover
The City of Texas City

1801 9" Avenue North

P.O. Drawer 2608

Texas City, TX 77592-2608

Mr. Don Klima

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Office of Federal Agency Programs

Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

Ms, Janelle Stokes
CESWG-PE-PR

Ms. Nikki Minnichbach
CESWG-PE-PR
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1229
GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
DECEMBER 15, 2006

Environmental Section

James E. Bruseth, Ph.D.
Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

Texas Historical Commission
P.O. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Dr. Bruseth:

The US Army Corps of Engineers, Galveston District (CE), proposes to initiate a
Programmatic Agreement (PA) pursuant to 36CFR800.6 and 36CFRS00.14 (b)(3) to address
impacts associated with improving navigation on the existing Texas City Channel, Galveston
County, Texas. A Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) of the proposed improvements is
planned to be released for public comment in late December, 2006. We find it necessary to
negotiate a programmatic agreement because effects on historic properties cannot be fully
determined prior to approval of this complex undertaking,

The following improvements are proposed in association with the Texas City Channel
45-Foot Project (TCQ): 1) enlarging the existing channel to 45-feet deep and incidental widening
in areas; 2) constructing two hydraulic fill groins on the north end of the Texas City Dike and
filling the 90-acre area with dredged material to expand water-oriented recreational area; and, 3)
a Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) for the disposal of new work and maintenance
materials. All of these proposed improvements are shown on the maps provided as Enclosure 1,
The location of these improvements corresponds to the area of potential effects (APE).

Most, but not all, of the APE has been surveyed for historic properties (Jones et al. 2002;
Gearhart et al. 2005; Baright et al. 2005 ; Gearhart et al 2006). These reports have already been
provided to you. The reports also summarize historical research, nautical remote-sensing
surveys and dive assessments which located a shipwreck which has been identified as the
remains of the USS Westfield (41GV151). The USS Westfield is a U.S. Navy flagship that ran
aground during the Baitle of Galveston and was scuttled to prévent capture on January 1, 1863.

Webelieve that evidence provided in the reports support a determination of cligibility under

National Register criteria A, B, and D (36 CFR 60} and request your concurrence in this
determination pursuant to 36 CFR 63.

The CE proposes negotiation of a PA which outlines procedures to be followed to
complete identification, evaluation and assessment investigations of the area of potential effects,
and to address adverse effects to the wreck of the U/SS Westfield. This is the only eligible



historic property that has been identified to date in the APE. The USS Westfield will be
adversely affected by channel deepening as the wreck is situated partially within the navigation

channel proposed for deepening. Avoidance is not possible because the location of the channel
is controlled by existing jetties.

We are proposing a four-party PA (Enclosure 2), to be negotiated among the CE, the City
of Texas City (City), the U.S. Naval Historical Center (NHC), and the Texas State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO). The draft PA is being coordinated concurrently with all consulting
parties and the Advisery Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). The intent of the PA is to
avoid or mitigate impacts to historic properties in areas directly affected by new dredging and
channe] construction, construction staging and access areas, new or extensions of existing
placement areas, areas affected by the beneficial uses of dredged material, and ongoing
maintenance dredging activities relate to the TCC and to guide the development of a Treatment

Plan for the remains of the USS Westfield to resolve adverse effects in accordance with 36 CFR
800.6.

In summary, the CE requests your review of the enclosed PA. Please provide a copy of
your comments to all of the consulting parties (addresses provided below). Upon receipt of your
comments and finalization of the draft PA in consultation with your office, the City and the
NHC, the CE will coordinate a final draft PA with interested Native American Indian tribes in
accordance with 36 CFR 800.3 (f}(2). Public coordination required by § 800.3 (a) will be
accomplished by inclusion of the final draft PA in the Draft EA, which will be made available
for public review and comment. We also request your concurrence in our determination that the
USS Westfield (41GV151) is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criteria

A, B, and D. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Ms. Nicole Minnichbach at
409-766-3878.

Sincerely,

Carolyn urp%%

Chief, Environmental Section

Enclosures:
1 Maps
2 Draft PA

' CC w/o Enclosures

Ms. Barbara Voulgaris
The Naval Historical Center
805 Kidder Breese St., SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5060



Mayor Matthew T. Doyle

CC at same address M. Douglas Hoover
The City of Texas City

1801 9" Avenue North

P.O. Drawer 2608

Texas City, TX 77592-2608

Mr. Don Klima

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Office of Federal Agency Programs

Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

Ms. Janelle Stokes
CESWG-PE-PR

Ms. Nikki Minnichbach
CESWG-PE-PR
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National Register Assessment of Site 41GV151 (USS Westfield), Texas City Channel
Improvements, Galveston Bay, Texas. Prepared for USACE, Galveston District.




DEPARTMENT oF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CoRrps oF ENGINEERS

P. 0. BOX 1229

REPLY To GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553.1229
ATTENTION OF

October 7, 2005
Environmental Section

David M, Bernhart

Assistant RA for Protected Resources
Southeast Regiona] Office

National Marine Fisheries Service

263 13th Avenye South

St. Petersburg, FI, 33701

- Dear Mr. Bernhart:

This letter is in regard to the Texas City Channel De
Galveston County, T gur

exas (Enclosed Fj e),
channel and turning basin tg 4 depth of 45 feet, Dred
construct confined areas for dredged maintenance material, eventual]

If you or your staff have an
Morten at (409) 766-3195.

Sincerely,.

Carolyn urphy

Chief, Environmental Section
Enclosure
CF:

Mr. Rusty Swafford

National Marine Fisheries Service
Habitat Conservation Division
4700 Avenue U

Galveston, Texas 77551
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Regional Office

263 13™ Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FI, 33701

(727) 824-5312, FAX (727) 824-5309

http://sero. nmfs.noaa. gov

' F/SER31:KS
MAR 16 2006
Ms. Carolyn Murphy

Galveston District Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 1229
Galveston, TX 77553

Dear Ms. Murphy:

channel would be placed on the north side of the Texas Cit
in Galveston Bay, Galveston County, Texas.

on listed species.under.our purview are msufficient for us to mak :
the effects of the project on these species. e

To comply with section 7 regulations (50 CFR 402.14(c)), we specifically réﬁuest’ that the
following information be provided. _ '
Iv Please describe the project completely, including;
a. Bxpected start and end dates;
b. Construction methods to be utilized;
¢. A description of the entire action area;
d. The boundaries of the action area;
€. The baseline conditions in the action area;
f.
g

After-action (i.e., post-project construction) changes to the action area;

. A biological assessment of the action area before and after the project:
. ._h,;%%reatemﬁnd%mW*ﬁd

(T7E) species potentially present in the

action area, including sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish (we do not
expect lsted whales to be in the action area);

.. 1. Potential impacts to T/E species and their habitat resulting from project

.. activities; N .

.. J. ~Altematives to the proposed action; and -

k. Anyconservation measures to be implemented to prevent or minimize

potential adverse effects to T/E species. | -




Section 7 allows NMFS up to 90 days to conclude formal consultation with your agency,
and an additional 45 days to prepare our biological opinion (unless we mutually agree to
an extension). Therefore, if formal consultation is necessary, our anticipated biological
opinion completion date is 135 days from the date of our receipt of the information
requested above. The ESA requires that, after initiation of formal consultation, the
federal action agency must make no irreversible or irretrievable commitment of resources
that limits future options. This practice ensures agency actions do not preclude the
formulation and implementation of reasonable and prudent alternatives that avoid
Jeopardizing the continued existence of endangered or threatened species, or destroying
or modifying their critical habitats. If the information we have requested from the
applicant allows us to determine that the section 7 consultation can be accomplished
informally, NMFS will respond within 30 calendar days if possible.

If you have any questions, please contact Kelly Shotts, Biologist, at (225) 389-0508 x
209, or by e-mail at kelly.shotts@no aa.gov, ‘

Sincerely,

David M. Bernhart

Assistant Regional Administrator
for Protected Resources

File: 1514-22.f1.TX
Ref:  I/SER/2006/00484




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1229

REPLY TO GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553-1229
ATTENTION OF

February 7, 2006
Environmental Section

David M. Bernhart

Assistant RA for Protected Resources
Southeast Regional Office

National Marine Fisheries Service
263 13th Avenue South '
St, Petersburg, FL. 33701

Dear Mr. Bernhart:

This is in response to your October 13, 2005 letter expressing concerns that the
proposed Federal Texas City Channel deepening project will impact Federally listed species
that may occur in the project area. Areas designated as critical habitat are essential to the
conservation of a listed species and may require special management considerations or

protection, Federal agencies may not fund, authorize, license, permit, or carry out an action -

that would destroy or adversely modify critical habitat.

i The project proposes to deepen the existing 40-foot Texas City Channe] and turning
' basin to a depth of 45 feet, This project is expected to be completed using a hydraulic pipeline
dredge. Dredged material would be beneficially used to construct confined areas for dred ged
maintenance material adjacent to Shoal Point and Pelican Island. A

fter the areas have reached
a predetermined target elevation, the areas will be contoured, planted and shaped to form

approximately 664 acres of intertidal marsh which is expected to benefit the production of fish
and wildlife habitat, Sand dredged from the existing Texas City Channel is proposed to be
placed on the north side of the Texas City Dike. Two armored groins will be constructed from
new work material from the channel bend easing area to aid in reduction of fong shore
transport of sand material back into the Texas City Channel. This is essentially the same
project that was addressed in the Shoal Point Container Terminal Project (Permit No. 21 979).

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has listed eight endangered and three
threatened species that are under the jurisdiction of the NMFS for the state of Texas. The blue
whale, finback whale, humpback whale, sei whale, sperm whale, hawksbill sea turtle, Kemps

- -—— —ridley sea turtle;and-the leatherback-seaturtieare listed as endangered. The NMFS has Jisted

the loggerhead sea turtle, the green sea turtle, and the gulf Sturgeon as threatened for the state
of Texas. '

The distribution of the blue whale in the western Notth Atlantic generally extends from
the Arctic to at least mid-latitude waters, where it migrates to feeding grounds in the spring



and summer after wintering in subtropical and tropical waters. The blue whale is best
considered as an occasional visitor in US Atlantic Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters,
which may represent the current southern limit of its feeding. Records suggested an

occurrence of this species south to Florida and the Gulf of Mexico, although the actual
southern limit of the species’ range is unknown,

Finback whales are common in waters of the US Atlantic Exélusive Economic Zone

(EEZ), principally from Cape Hatteras northward; At-sea sightings in the north-central Gulfof

Mexico confirm their presence throughout the year. Finback whales feed mainly on pelagic
crustaceans and fish and are known to come close to shore in pursuit of fish along the New
Engiand coast. No sightings or records of finback whales are known to occur in the nearshore
waters adjacent to the study area in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico.

Humpback whales occur in all oceans. In
between their summer feeding grounds off Cap
grounds in the Caribbean. A tota] of four si
were reported, with the only
Galveston.

the western North Atlantic they migrate
e Cod to their winter calving and breeding
ghtings and five captures in the Gulf of Mexico
recorded humpback whale sighting in Texas occurring off of

Otten found in deeper waters,

Sei whales ocour in all oceans, but are rare in tropical or
polar seas. They are widely distribute

d in nearshore waters of the North Atlantic fromthe Gulf
of Mexico and the Caribbean to Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. Their occurrence in the Gulf

of Mexico is limited to strandings from Campeche, Mexico, Mississippi and Louisiana and to
- one probable at-sea sighting. No record of thejr occurrence in the nearshore waters cf the

study area exists. Although known to take fish prey, sei whales (like right whales) are largely
- planktivorous, feeding primarily on euphausiids and copepods, '

Sperm whales are found throughout the world's oceans in deep waters to the edge of
the ice at both poles. Although at least four sperm whale strandings have been recorded along
the beaches of South Padre Island, its normal range is limited to the deeper waters beyond the

continental shelf where it forages for squid and other deepwater species. Spetm whales

appear
to be the most abundant large cetacean in the Gulf of Mexico.

The relatively shallow Galveston Bay system is not suitable habitat_ for whales. The
likelihood of encountering a whale in the project area is considered remote.

The Gulf sturgeon, also known as the Gulf of Mexico sturgeon, is a subspecies of the

Atlantic sturgeon. Adult fish are bottom feeders, eating primarily invertebrates, including
brachiopods, insect larvae, mollusks, worms and crustaceans. Gulf sturgeon are anadrormous,
with reproduction occwrring in fresh water. Most adult feeding takes place in the Gulf of
Mexico and its estuaries. The fish return to breed in the river system in which they hatched.
Spawning occurs in areas of deeper water with clean (rock and rubble) bottoms. The egys are



sticky and adhere in clumps to snags, outcroppings, or other clean surfaces, Historically, the
Gulf'sturgeon occurred from the Mississippi River to Charlotte Harbor, Florida. It still ocgurs,
at least occasionally, throughout this range, but in greatly reduced numbers, The fish is
essentially confined to the Gulf of Mexico, River systems where the Gulf sturgeon are kriown
to be viable today include the Mississippi, Pearl, Escambia, Yellow, Choctawhatchee,
Appachicola, and Swannee Rivers, and possibly others. The likelihood of encountering the
Gulf sturgeon in the project area is possible, but only remotely probable,

All five sea turtle species have been reported along the Texas Coast, but the

leatherback and hawksbill are the least common in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico and least
likely to enter Texas bays. The leatherback is an oceanic species which does not norraally
enter estuaries. The hawksbill prefers rock or coral reefs in more tropical waters. The other
three species of sea turtles, when sighted, are frequently found in coastal waters and bays. The
green sea turtle is herbivorous and is most likely to occur in the southern bays of Texas w
clear water and seagrass and algal beds are more abundant than in the study area of the
Texas coast. Adultloggerheads are more commonly found offshore around oil platfo
rock reefs, but the juveniles are more likely to enter the bays to feed. The Kemp’sri
turtle migrates along the coast of Texas and is probably the most common sea turtle i

here
upper
rms and
dley sea
n Texas.

It frequently enters bays to feed on shrimp, crab, and other invertebrates. Ofall the sea turtles, -

only the Kemp's ridley and the loggerhead, have been recorded from G

alveston Bay, with a
loggerhead having been sighted in the Bolivar Roads area.

If present in the area, dredging activities may affect these sea turtle species through an
increase in sedimentation and turbidity. The sedimentation may impact food sources for the
turtles, and the turbidity could affect primary productivity. This would be short-term,
however. There should be no physical impacts to sea turtles, as they are highly mobile and can
avoid the cutterhead dredge expected to be used for this project. - Pipeline dredges are
relatively stationary and, therefore, act on small areas at any giventime. An increase in marine
traffic could result in a higher incidence of collision with sea tuxtles. There is no designated
critical habitat identified for sea turtles in the project area and sea turtles are not expected to
nest in the project area due to the lack of sujtable habitat,

Nine fish species and one invertebrate are listed as Species of Concern (SOC) for the
state of Texas: dusky shark, goliath grouper, largetooth sawfish, night shark, saltrnarsh
topminnow, sand tiger shark, speckled hind, Warsaw grouper, white marlin and the ivory bush
coral, SOC are not protecied under the Endangered Species Act, but are listed because of
concerns about their status and should be considered during project planning. These species

are listed due to their declining numbers, or in some cases, their slow recovery, and loss of
habitat. Although remote, these fish could occur in the Texas City Channel project area, with
the exception of the largetooth sawfish, saltmarsh topminnow, and the sand i ger shark that
prefer shallow water depths. The Texas City Channel project area is not suitable habitat for
the ivory bush coral. No Designated Critical Habitat under the jurisdiction of NMFS was



identified in the project area.”

This review of the Texas City Channel deepening project activities relative to
compliance with requirements of Section 7, subsection (a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act

Amendments of 1978, indicates the project may affect, but is not likely to have a significant
adverse affect on the listed species or critical habitat.

If you or your staff have any questions regarding this activity, please contact Kristy
Morten at (409) 766-3195.

Sincerely,
- C 2
émCa olyn Murphy
, Chief, Environmental Section
Enclosure
CF:

Mr, Rusty Swafford

National Marine Fisheries Service
Habitat Conservation Division
4700 Avenue U ,
Galveston, Texas 77551




